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ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT

This document is a living document and will be 

continuously updated to provide ongoing support for the 

following:

• Guide accredited contractors and exhibitors to make 

better booth design choices

• Help to understand certification decisions and 

requirements

Each of the 10 categories includes examples of the 

typical items an assessor might check to identify 

indicators for disposable elements vs. reusable elements.
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CATEGORY ITEMS FULLY DISPOSABLE

R
E

U
S

E
D

 Stand structure and walls Structure or framework of the stand, walls, panels for meeting rooms, backdrop      

 Platform or raised flooring Structure of flooring (excluding surface covering, e.g. carpet)      

 Furniture and equipment
Showcases, counters, chairs, tables, sofa, coffee table, flyer stand, LED walls, TV, 
AV equipment etc.     

 Lighting All kinds of lighting in the stand and within showcases     

 
Fascia and 
overhead signage

Overhead signage or branding, fascia, company logo on top of the 
stand structure     

 Rigged structure Any rigged structure including lighting gantries or other structural elements     

 Ceiling Any form of ceiling e.g. fabric ceilings, solid ceilings for lighting or stand support     

 Display facilities Built-in or detachable product display cabinets, lightboxes etc.     

R
E

U
S

E
D

 /
 

R
E

C
Y

C
L

E
D

 Floor covering Carpet, floor tiles, HDF coverings, lino etc.     

 
Graphics and 
decorative items

Stand graphics that are wall-mounted or floor-standing (not overhead) and any 
other decorative items such as plants and flowers, models and ornaments     

BETTER STANDS 
FRAMEWORK

The 10 key elements of a stand 

are assessed for reuse. This 

determines its categorization of 

Disposable, Bronze, Silver or Gold.
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GENERAL GUIDELINES

• The Better Stands pre-event certification will only be available to accredited service providers and their 
clients.

• We certify the stand itself. Neither the products on display (e.g. a tiling show where tiling is the product) nor 
the exhibitor's marketing materials will be assessed.

• Assessors will look for indicators of reuse and reusability. This typically involves evaluating modularity (e.g. 
systems and led tiles) or standardisation (e.g. in measurements) in your documents.

• Modular refers to when a certain element of a stand can be used in multiple ways at multiple events (e.g. 
walling that can be fixed together in hundreds of different styles). It does not refer to a particular system 
type. Wooden can be modular. E. g. Stock panels.

• Standardisation means that the same dimensions are always used for a certain material (wood panels for 
walling or flooring) or that it can be clearly identified as part of a standard product range with storage and 
maintenance processes in place (e.g., rental contracts).

7
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GENERAL GUIDELINES

• Assessors will be reasonable during the assessment. If at least 90% of the material in one category is either 

modular or standardised, the category will be considered passed.

• There will be sample onsite assessments during which the Better Stands team will verify the accountability of 

your documents by assessing the booth onsite. So, ensure that you only use finalised documents for 

certification.

• We are looking for reuse as the same item within the trade fair industry, not downcycling, recycling or 

upcycling (apart from categories 9 and 10).  If a wooden wall is ground up and turned into firewood, or a 

shanty house, or carpet is used on farmer’s fields, this is lowering the value of the product, and it eventually 

exists the waste stream so does not count.

• Being disposed of at/after the show is OK if the stand has clearly been used before and has reached end of 

life.

• To ensure Better Stands fully understands everything, take the opportunity to add comments to each of your 

documents (in the future on our platform) and respond to any questions from the assessors.

8
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1. STAND 
STRUCTURE AND 
WALLS



1. STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING

General Guidelines:

• Wood booths can be reusable or single 
use and are the most challenging to 
assess.

• Almost all non-wood walling systems are 
reusable.

• Printed fabric in frame and fabric doesn’t 
count as walling but as signage 
(category 10).

• Cardboard booths also generally count 
as printed signage (category 10) 
although new systems are challenging 
that.

CATEGORY ITEMS

R
E

U
S

E
D

 
Stand structure 
and walls

Structure or framework of the stand, walls, 
panels for meeting rooms, backdrop

 
Platform or 
raised flooring

Structure of flooring 
(excluding surface covering, e.g. carpet)

 
Furniture and 
equipment

Showcases, counters, chairs, tables, sofa, coffee table, 
flyer stand, LED walls, TV, AV equipment etc.

 Lighting All kinds of lighting in the stand and within showcases

 
Fascia and 
overhead signage

Overhead signage or branding, fascia, 
company logo on top of the stand structure

 Rigged structure
Any rigged structure including lighting gantries 
or other structural elements

 Ceiling
Any form of ceiling e.g. fabric ceilings, 
solid ceilings for lighting or stand support

 Display facilities
Built-in or detachable product display cabinets, 
lightboxes etc.

R
E

U
S

E
D

 /
 

R
E

C
Y

C
L

E
D  Floor covering Carpet, floor tiles, HDF coverings, lino etc.

 
Graphics and 
decorative items

Stand graphics that are wall-mounted or floor-standing 
(not overhead) and any other decorative items such as 
plants and flowers, models and ornaments
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1. STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING

What counts as stand structure and walls?

11
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1. STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING

What counts as stand structure and walls?
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2. PLATFORM 
AND RAISED 
FLOOR



2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR

General Guidelines:

• Not all stands have a floor platform, so 
this is easy to locate

• Floor platforms are raised floors from 
1cm and higher

• This category does not include floor 
coverings such as carpet, tile, laminate 
etc which is category 9

• Most countries now use modular 
systems for this

CATEGORY ITEMS

R
E

U
S

E
D

 
Stand structure 
and walls

Structure or framework of the stand, walls, 
panels for meeting rooms, backdrop

 
Platform or 
raised flooring

Structure of flooring 
(excluding surface covering, e.g. carpet)

 
Furniture and 
equipment

Showcases, counters, chairs, tables, sofa, coffee table, 
flyer stand, LED walls, TV, AV equipment etc.

 Lighting All kinds of lighting in the stand and within showcases

 
Fascia and 
overhead signage

Overhead signage or branding, fascia, 
company logo on top of the stand structure

 Rigged structure
Any rigged structure including lighting gantries 
or other structural elements

 Ceiling
Any form of ceiling e.g. fabric ceilings, 
solid ceilings for lighting or stand support

 Display facilities
Built-in or detachable product display cabinets, 
lightboxes etc.

R
E

U
S

E
D

 /
 

R
E

C
Y

C
L

E
D  Floor covering Carpet, floor tiles, HDF coverings, lino etc.

 
Graphics and 
decorative items

Stand graphics that are wall-mounted or floor-standing 
(not overhead) and any other decorative items such as 
plants and flowers, models and ornaments
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2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR

What counts as stand platform and raised floor?
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2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR

16

What counts as stand platform and raised floor?
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3. FURNITURE 
AND EQUIPMENT



3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT

General Guidelines:

• Furniture is now very rarely disposed of 
as the value is high or it’s often rented

• The US market can be an exception so 
look for furniture in bins or abandoned

• If venues or events have a donation 
programme and furniture is collected, 
this counts as reuse

• Assume benefit of the doubt unless 
evidence to the contrary

CATEGORY ITEMS

R
E

U
S

E
D

 
Stand structure 
and walls

Structure or framework of the stand, walls, 
panels for meeting rooms, backdrop

 
Platform or 
raised flooring

Structure of flooring 
(excluding surface covering, e.g. carpet)

 
Furniture and 
equipment

Showcases, counters, chairs, tables, sofa, coffee table, 
flyer stand, LED walls, TV, AV equipment etc.

 Lighting All kinds of lighting in the stand and within showcases

 
Fascia and 
overhead signage

Overhead signage or branding, fascia, 
company logo on top of the stand structure

 Rigged structure
Any rigged structure including lighting gantries 
or other structural elements

 Ceiling
Any form of ceiling e.g. fabric ceilings, 
solid ceilings for lighting or stand support

 Display facilities
Built-in or detachable product display cabinets, 
lightboxes etc.

R
E

U
S

E
D

 /
 

R
E

C
Y

C
L

E
D  Floor covering Carpet, floor tiles, HDF coverings, lino etc.

 
Graphics and 
decorative items

Stand graphics that are wall-mounted or floor-standing 
(not overhead) and any other decorative items such as 
plants and flowers, models and ornaments

18
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3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT

What counts as furniture and equipment?

19
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3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT

What counts as furniture and equipment?

20
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4. LIGHTING



4. LIGHTING

General Guidelines:

• Lighting is now very rarely disposed of 
as the value is high

• One exception can be small bits of LED 
striplight used to backlight shelves, 
signage etc

• Evidence of this being thrown in bins 
rather than wrapped up neatly

• Assume benefit of the doubt unless 
evidence to the contrary

CATEGORY ITEMS

R
E

U
S

E
D

 
Stand structure 
and walls

Structure or framework of the stand, walls, 
panels for meeting rooms, backdrop

 
Platform or 
raised flooring

Structure of flooring 
(excluding surface covering, e.g. carpet)

 
Furniture and 
equipment

Showcases, counters, chairs, tables, sofa, coffee table, 
flyer stand, LED walls, TV, AV equipment etc.

 Lighting All kinds of lighting in the stand and within showcases

 
Fascia and 
overhead signage

Overhead signage or branding, fascia, 
company logo on top of the stand structure

 Rigged structure
Any rigged structure including lighting gantries 
or other structural elements

 Ceiling
Any form of ceiling e.g. fabric ceilings, 
solid ceilings for lighting or stand support

 Display facilities
Built-in or detachable product display cabinets, 
lightboxes etc.

R
E

U
S

E
D

 /
 

R
E

C
Y

C
L

E
D  Floor covering Carpet, floor tiles, HDF coverings, lino etc.

 
Graphics and 
decorative items

Stand graphics that are wall-mounted or floor-standing 
(not overhead) and any other decorative items such as 
plants and flowers, models and ornaments
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4. LIGHTING

What counts as lighting?
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4. LIGHTING

What counts as lighting?
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5. FASCIA AND 
OVERHEAD 
SIGNAGE



5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE

General Guidelines:

• Fascia and overhead signage is a 
custom decorative band, panel, or 3D 
writing added on top of standard 
walling.

• It often prominently displays the 
company logo and name, ranging from 
simple banners and printed fabric 
displays to more elaborate 3D 
structures and illuminated designs. 

CATEGORY ITEMS

R
E

U
S

E
D

 
Stand structure 
and walls

Structure or framework of the stand, walls, 
panels for meeting rooms, backdrop

 
Platform or 
raised flooring

Structure of flooring 
(excluding surface covering, e.g. carpet)

 
Furniture and 
equipment

Showcases, counters, chairs, tables, sofa, coffee table, 
flyer stand, LED walls, TV, AV equipment etc.

 Lighting All kinds of lighting in the stand and within showcases

 
Fascia and 
overhead signage

Overhead signage or branding, fascia, 
company logo on top of the stand structure

 Rigged structure
Any rigged structure including lighting gantries 
or other structural elements

 Ceiling
Any form of ceiling e.g. fabric ceilings, 
solid ceilings for lighting or stand support

 Display facilities
Built-in or detachable product display cabinets, 
lightboxes etc.

R
E

U
S

E
D

 /
 

R
E

C
Y

C
L

E
D  Floor covering Carpet, floor tiles, HDF coverings, lino etc.

 
Graphics and 
decorative items

Stand graphics that are wall-mounted or floor-standing 
(not overhead) and any other decorative items such as 
plants and flowers, models and ornaments

26
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5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE

27

What counts as fascia and overhead signage?

The whole of the white square 
with Pakistan on it

The white background behind 
Moscow and the wording itself

Indovsasive lettering and 
black sign

Warwick lettering and the 
black sign 

Indovsasive lettering and 
black wedged sign

Circular structure added ontop of 
the walling with 3D lettering

3D structure and lettering added on 
top of the structure and walling

3D lettering added onto the walling

The Nutella sign and the curved 
structure it’s mounted on

27
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5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE

28

What counts as fascia and overhead signage?

28
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6. RIGGED 
STRUCTURE



6. RIGGED STRUCTURE

General Guidelines:

• This does not include the actual rigging 
chains, ropes etc but instead the 
structure brought to be suspended from 
the ceiling. 

• Rigged structure is always hung from the 
roof, not the booth

• It’s increasingly uncommon to see a 
disposable rigged structure as reusable 
is lighter and safer. Look for wooden 
structures as potentially disposable

• The same indicators for walling largely 
apply

CATEGORY ITEMS

R
E

U
S

E
D

 
Stand structure 
and walls

Structure or framework of the stand, walls, 
panels for meeting rooms, backdrop

 
Platform or 
raised flooring

Structure of flooring 
(excluding surface covering, e.g. carpet)

 
Furniture and 
equipment

Showcases, counters, chairs, tables, sofa, coffee table, 
flyer stand, LED walls, TV, AV equipment etc.

 Lighting All kinds of lighting in the stand and within showcases

 
Fascia and 
overhead signage

Overhead signage or branding, fascia, 
company logo on top of the stand structure

 Rigged structure
Any rigged structure including lighting gantries 
or other structural elements

 Ceiling
Any form of ceiling e.g. fabric ceilings, 
solid ceilings for lighting or stand support

 Display facilities
Built-in or detachable product display cabinets, 
lightboxes etc.

R
E

U
S

E
D

 /
 

R
E

C
Y

C
L

E
D  Floor covering Carpet, floor tiles, HDF coverings, lino etc.

 
Graphics and 
decorative items

Stand graphics that are wall-mounted or floor-standing 
(not overhead) and any other decorative items such as 
plants and flowers, models and ornaments
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6. RIGGED STRUCTURE

What counts as rigged structure?

31
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6. RIGGED STRUCTURE

32

What counts as rigged structure?
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7. CEILING



7. CEILING

General Guidelines:

• Many shows don’t allow ceiling

• The same indicators for walling largely 
apply

• Cloth/fabric ceiling is generally 
disposed of, so check with the project 
manager/foreman to be sure, or visit 
during breakdown

CATEGORY ITEMS

R
E

U
S

E
D

 
Stand structure 
and walls

Structure or framework of the stand, walls, 
panels for meeting rooms, backdrop

 
Platform or 
raised flooring

Structure of flooring 
(excluding surface covering, e.g. carpet)

 
Furniture and 
equipment

Showcases, counters, chairs, tables, sofa, coffee table, 
flyer stand, LED walls, TV, AV equipment etc.

 Lighting All kinds of lighting in the stand and within showcases

 
Fascia and 
overhead signage

Overhead signage or branding, fascia, 
company logo on top of the stand structure

 Rigged structure
Any rigged structure including lighting gantries 
or other structural elements

 Ceiling
Any form of ceiling e.g. fabric ceilings, 
solid ceilings for lighting or stand support

 Display facilities
Built-in or detachable product display cabinets, 
lightboxes etc.

R
E

U
S

E
D

 /
 

R
E

C
Y

C
L

E
D  Floor covering Carpet, floor tiles, HDF coverings, lino etc.

 
Graphics and 
decorative items

Stand graphics that are wall-mounted or floor-standing 
(not overhead) and any other decorative items such as 
plants and flowers, models and ornaments
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8. DISPLAY 
FACILITIES



8. DISPLAY FACILITIES

General Guidelines:

• Generally this covers items such as 
platforms and shelving specifically to 
display the product or exhibit

• But it can also include light boxes

• Be careful not to confuse showcases 
(which are in category 3 as they are 
standard rental furniture) with display 
facilities

• If there is no glass/plastic, this is likely 
to be a display facility not a showcase – 
see Showcases (Furniture Cat 3) vs 
display facilities (Cat 8) for clarity

CATEGORY ITEMS

R
E

U
S

E
D

 
Stand structure 
and walls

Structure or framework of the stand, walls, 
panels for meeting rooms, backdrop

 
Platform or 
raised flooring

Structure of flooring 
(excluding surface covering, e.g. carpet)

 
Furniture and 
equipment

Showcases, counters, chairs, tables, sofa, coffee table, 
flyer stand, LED walls, TV, AV equipment etc.

 Lighting All kinds of lighting in the stand and within showcases

 
Fascia and 
overhead signage

Overhead signage or branding, fascia, 
company logo on top of the stand structure

 Rigged structure
Any rigged structure including lighting gantries 
or other structural elements

 Ceiling
Any form of ceiling e.g. fabric ceilings, 
solid ceilings for lighting or stand support

 Display facilities
Built-in or detachable product display cabinets, 
lightboxes etc.

R
E

U
S

E
D

 /
 

R
E

C
Y

C
L

E
D  Floor covering Carpet, floor tiles, HDF coverings, lino etc.

 
Graphics and 
decorative items

Stand graphics that are wall-mounted or floor-standing 
(not overhead) and any other decorative items such as 
plants and flowers, models and ornaments
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8. DISPLAY FACILITIES

37
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Presentation title 37

Showcases (furniture with glass/plastic) Display facilities (no glass/plastic)

Showcase

37

Display facility

Showcase



8. DISPLAY FACILITIES

38

What counts as display facilities?
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9. FLOOR 
COVERING



9. FLOOR COVERING

General Guidelines:

• Reuse (including donation) or recycling 
is acceptable as it’s recognised that 
reuse can be challenging for soiled 
materials

• Floor covering includes carpet, tile, 
laminate etc. It does not include the 
floor substrate which is the platform 
and is under category 2

• We are looking for reuse and recycled 
NOT made from recycled materials – 
however we will accept downcyling 
also. So if carpet is used to wrap up 
furniture etc post event – this would 
also count as recycling and could help 
an exhibitor/contractor achieve a Gold 
rating. 

CATEGORY ITEMS

R
E

U
S

E
D

 
Stand structure 
and walls

Structure or framework of the stand, walls, 
panels for meeting rooms, backdrop

 
Platform or 
raised flooring

Structure of flooring 
(excluding surface covering, e.g. carpet)

 
Furniture and 
equipment

Showcases, counters, chairs, tables, sofa, coffee table, 
flyer stand, LED walls, TV, AV equipment etc.

 Lighting All kinds of lighting in the stand and within showcases

 
Fascia and 
overhead signage

Overhead signage or branding, fascia, 
company logo on top of the stand structure

 Rigged structure
Any rigged structure including lighting gantries 
or other structural elements

 Ceiling
Any form of ceiling e.g. fabric ceilings, 
solid ceilings for lighting or stand support

 Display facilities
Built-in or detachable product display cabinets, 
lightboxes etc.

R
E

U
S

E
D

 /
 

R
E

C
Y

C
L

E
D  Floor covering Carpet, floor tiles, HDF coverings, lino etc.

 
Graphics and 
decorative items

Stand graphics that are wall-mounted or floor-standing 
(not overhead) and any other decorative items such as 
plants and flowers, models and ornaments
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10. GRAPHICS 
AND DECORATION



10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION

General Guidelines:

• Graphics include printed paper, PVC 
and fabric, such as fabric walls

• Decorative items include vases, display 
units, plants, props etc

• Reuse or recycling is acceptable as it’s 
recognised that reuse can be 
challenging for printed materials

CATEGORY ITEMS

R
E

U
S

E
D

 
Stand structure 
and walls

Structure or framework of the stand, walls, 
panels for meeting rooms, backdrop

 
Platform or 
raised flooring

Structure of flooring 
(excluding surface covering, e.g. carpet)

 
Furniture and 
equipment

Showcases, counters, chairs, tables, sofa, coffee table, 
flyer stand, LED walls, TV, AV equipment etc.

 Lighting All kinds of lighting in the stand and within showcases

 
Fascia and 
overhead signage

Overhead signage or branding, fascia, 
company logo on top of the stand structure

 Rigged structure
Any rigged structure including lighting gantries 
or other structural elements

 Ceiling
Any form of ceiling e.g. fabric ceilings, 
solid ceilings for lighting or stand support

 Display facilities
Built-in or detachable product display cabinets, 
lightboxes etc.

R
E

U
S

E
D

 /
 

R
E

C
Y

C
L

E
D  Floor covering Carpet, floor tiles, HDF coverings, lino etc.

 
Graphics and 
decorative items

Stand graphics that are wall-mounted or floor-standing 
(not overhead) and any other decorative items such as 
plants and flowers, models and ornaments
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10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION

43

What counts as graphics?
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10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION

44

What counts as decoration?
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PRE-EVENT 
ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES



1. STAND 
STRUCTURE AND 
WALLS



1. STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING

Indicators for reuse:

• Shell scheme style system

• Repurposed containers

• Modular aluminium system

• Standardisation in product dimensions

• Toolless disassembly

• Adjustability

• Robust material

• Standardised, multifunctional connection 

elements

• Other design choices which show that 

dismantling and reassembly was considered

Indicators for disposability:

• Non-system

• Need for nails or screws

• Non-uniform product dimensions or no 

dimensions indicated

• No sign for modularity

• High degree in individualisation/ 

customisation

• Paint

• Wall mounted TV/ decoration/ exhibition 

pieces

47
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1. STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING

Complete construction plan

DOCUMENTS FOR REUSE 

Construction plan cabin

48
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1. STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING

We’ll accept all modular systems as reusable

49
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2. PLATFORM 
AND RAISED 
FLOOR



2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR

Indicators for reuse:

• Modular flooring

• Metal framed flooring

• Platform raisers

• Modular flooring components

• Adjustability

• Standardisation in platform panels 

dimensions

• Other design choices which show that 

dismantling and reassembly was considered

Indicators for disposability:

• Non-system

• Non-uniform dimensions or no dimensions 

indicated

• No sign for modularity

• Individualised flooring – e. g. due to wiring

51
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2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR

Complete construction plans

DOCUMENTS FOR REUSE 

52
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2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR

PHOTOS FOR REUSE 

53
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2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR

We’ll accept all modular systems as reusable

54
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3. FURNITURE 
AND EQUIPMENT



3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT

Indicators for reuse:

• Rental furniture

• Furniture sharing

• Dismantlability

• Stackability

• Delivery note

• Proof of storage

• Proof of maintenance

• Packaging material and other transport safety 

equipment and measurements

• Use of high quality, durable furniture

Indicators for disposability:

• High degree in individualisation/ 

customisation

• No proof of storage

• Non-stock furniture/ items

• Cheap furniture

56
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3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT

Rental contracts

DOCUMENTS/ PHOTOS FOR REUSE 

Photographical evidence from the past

57
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3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT

PHOTOS FOR REUSE 

Photographical evidence from your 
warehouse

58
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4. LIGHTING



4. LIGHTING

Indicators for reuse:

• Rental or shared

• Delivery note

• Proof of storage

• Proof of maintenance

• Safety check protocol

• Packaging material and other transport safety 

equipment and measurements

• Expensive lighting systems (due to its price 

and long lifespan we expect LEDs to be 

reused)

• Modular lighting systems

• Standardised connections

Indicators for disposability:

• Cheap light strips

• No proof of storage

• Non-stock lighting

• Self-adhesive LED strip

60
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4. LIGHTING

Rental contracts

DOCUMENTS/ PHOTOS FOR REUSE 

Packaging evidence Shipping lists or delivery notes

61
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5. FASCIA AND 
OVERHEAD 
SIGNAGE



5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE

Indicators for reuse:

• Signage is provided by the exhibitor (e-mail 

history)

• Proof of storage

• Packaging material

• Delivery note

• Digital signage

• Hanging Elements instead of screwed down

Indicators for disposability:

• If there is new wood being used, this can 

often mean that the material may be used 

only once, but it may be new stand and will be 

re-used, so clarify whether this is the case 

with the Project Manager/Foreman of the 

stand / during dismantle.

63
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5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE

DOCUMENTS/ PHOTOS FOR REUSE 

Storage evidence

64
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6. RIGGED 
STRUCTURE



6. RIGGED STRUCTURE

Indicators for reuse:

• Modular rigging systems

• Aluminium profile

• Variable length

• Standardised connection elements

• Rented structures
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6. RIGGED STRUCTURE

Rental contracts

DOCUMENTS/ PHOTOS FOR REUSE 

We’ll accept all aluminium systems as 
reusable
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7. CEILING



7. CEILING

Indicators for reuse:

• Coffered ceiling

• Ceiling system (e. g. Odenwald)

Indicators for disposability:

• Cotton square gauze

• Chipboard
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7. CEILING

We’ll accept all modular systems as reusable
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8. DISPLAY 
FACILITIES



8. DISPLAY FACILITIES

Indicators for reuse:

• Digital displays are used on which content 

can be flexibly customised.

• Rental display facilities

• Stock display facilities/ inventory list

• Modular display facilities

72

June 2025 I BETTER STANDS 



8. DISPLAY FACILITIES

Photographical evidence from the past

DOCUMENTS/ PHOTOS FOR REUSE 
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9. FLOOR 
COVERING



9. FLOOR COVERING

Indicators for reuse:

• (Wear resistant) Carpet tiles

• Durable hard flooring (like 

vinyl or linoleum)

• Procedural instructions for 

cleaning and maintaining floor 

covering

Indicators for disposability:

• Adhesive bonding (other than

double-sided carpet tape)

• Flooring Rolls

Indicators for recyclability:

• The manufacturer or supplier 

guarantees the return to 

recycling system

• Established take-back 

recycling system

• Unmixed material
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10. GRAPHICS 
AND DECORATION



10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION

DECORATION

Indicators for reuse:

• Rental decoration

• Decoration sharing

• Dismantlability

• Stackability

• Delivery note

• Proof of storage

• Proof of maintenance

• Packaging material and other transport safety

equipment and measurements

• Use of high quality, durable decoration

Indicators for disposability:

• No instructions on installation (will probably

be screwed down or stapled)
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10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION

GRAPHICS

Indicators for reuse:

• Digital Graphics

Indicators for disposability:

• Displaying date/ year

• Displaying show name

Indicators for recyclability:

• The manufacturer or supplier 

guarantees the return to 

recycling system

• Established take-back 

recycling system

• Unmixed material
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1. STAND 
STRUCTURE AND 
WALLS



1. STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING

Indicators for reuse:

• Shell scheme style system

• Repurposed containers

• Modular aluminium system

• Standardisation in product dimensions

• Toolless disassembly

• Adjustability

• Robust material

• Standardised, multifunctional connection 

elements

• Other design choices which show that 

dismantling and reassembly was considered

Indicators for disposability:

• Non-system

• Need for nails or screws

• Non-uniform product dimensions or no 

dimensions indicated

• No sign for modularity

• High degree in individualisation/ 

customisation

• Paint

• Wall mounted TV/ decoration/ exhibition 

pieces
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1. STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING

INDICATORS OF REUSE – WOODEN WALLS CLUES

Panels with former exhibitor names or numberingEvidence of reused painted panels or stock panels

Stock panels with sheets on both sides and 
access ports for fixings 

Stock panels with sheets and wooden grooves 
to lock in down the side
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1. STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING

INDICATORS OF REUSE – WOODEN WALLS FASTENINGS

Lots of reused staples
Screws not nails and lots of 

reused screw holes

Wooden ‘lock 
in’ panels

Metal ties and 
reused holes

Metal lock in panels

Wooden ‘biscuits’
Reusable bolts, with 

reused holds plus ‘access ports’ 
cut in panels

83

June 2025 I BETTER STANDS 



1. STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING

INDICATORS OF REUSE – METAL SYSTEMS

Shell scheme style system

Aluminium truss Visible aluminium seams

Modular aluminium 
system

Repurposed containers
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1. STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING

INDICATORS OF REUSE – GLASS AND PLASTIC SYSTEMS

Glass panels

Perspex sheets
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1. STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING

INDICATORS OF DISPOSABILITY

Chipboard is comparatively cheap and 
not easily reused

Nailguns used 
and fresh wood 

– no 
reused holesInconsiderate stacking on pallets or trucks Destructed onsite

Rough demolition Rushed paint job 

Fresh wood – no old holes.
Could be first time use, or single 

use – check during dismantle
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1. STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING

INDICATORS OF DISPOSABILITY

Wall elements ripped apart

Smashed glass

Walls dismantled with signage still on, 
edges broken (can’t be put back together)

Crowbar used for forced break
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2. PLATFORM 
AND RAISED 
FLOOR



2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR

Indicators for reuse:

• Modular flooring

• Metal framed flooring

• Platform raisers

• Modular flooring components

• Adjustability

• Standardisation in platform panels 

dimensions

• Other design choices which show that 

dismantling and reassembly was considered

Indicators for disposability:

• Non-system

• Non-uniform dimensions or no dimensions 

indicated

• No sign for modularity

• Individualised flooring – e. g. due to wiring
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2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR

INDICATORS OF REUSE

Evidence of significant 
previous use

Metal framed 
flooring

Plastic modular flooring
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2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR

INDICATORS OF REUSE

Platform 
raisers

Platform panels

Modular flooring 
components
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2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR

INDICATORS OF DISPOSABILITY

Floor platform 
components being cut 

onsite

Floor platform looks 
brand new

These two indicators alone do not necessarily mean the platform is being disposed of, but would 
warrant you going back to check during dismantle. If there is new wood being used, this can often 
mean that the material may be used only once, so clarify whether this is the case with the Project 

Manager/Foreman of the stand. 
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3. FURNITURE 
AND EQUIPMENT



3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT

Indicators for reuse:

• Rental furniture

• Furniture sharing

• Dismantlability

• Stackability

• Delivery note

• Proof of storage

• Proof of maintenance

• Packaging material and other transport safety 

equipment and measurements

• Use of high quality, durable furniture

Indicators for disposability:

• High degree in individualisation/ 

customisation

• No proof of storage

• Non-stock furniture/ items

• Cheap furniture
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3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT

INDICATORS OF REUSE

95

Furniture wrapped 
post show

Furniture carefully 
dismantled

Event or venue led 
donation programme

‘Standard look’ rental 
furniture

‘Standard look’ rental furniture painted to 
match show colours – check with the 
project manager/foreman to be sure



3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT

INDICATORS OF DISPOSABILITY

Broken or damaged furniture

Furniture in trash

Furniture broken up onsite e.g. reception 
desks or display cases

Abandoned furniture

North America specific: Exhibitors will sometimes purchase cheap furniture 
from Wayfair/IKEA that they will then leave on the show floor, so keep an 

eye out for this at the dismantle. 
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4. LIGHTING



4. LIGHTING

Indicators for reuse:

• Rental or shared

• Delivery note

• Proof of storage

• Proof of maintenance

• Safety check protocol

• Packaging material and other transport safety 

equipment and measurements

• Expensive lighting systems (due to its price 

and long lifespan we expect LEDs to be 

reused)

• Modular lighting systems

• Standardised connections

Indicators for disposability:

• Cheap light strips

• No proof of storage

• Non-stock lighting

• Self-adhesive LED strip
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4. LIGHTING

INDICATORS OF REUSE

Modular components

Expensive 
components
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4. LIGHTING

INDICATORS OF DISPOSABILITY

Lighting in the trash

Poor packing Destructive removal
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5. FASCIA AND 
OVERHEAD 
SIGNAGE



5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE

Indicators for reuse:

• Signage is provided by the exhibitor (e-mail 

history)

• Proof of storage

• Packaging material

• Delivery note

• Digital signage

• Hanging Elements instead of screwed down

Indicators for disposability:

• If there is new wood being used, this can 

often mean that the material may be used 

only once, but it may be new stand and will be 

re-used, so clarify whether this is the case 

with the Project Manager/Foreman of the 

stand / during dismantle.
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5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE

INDICATORS OF REUSE

Neatly stored Carefully handled during 
the dismantle
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5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE

INDICATORS OF DISPOSABILITY

New clean wood

If there is new wood being used, this can often mean that the 
material may be used only once, but it may be new stand and 

will be re-used, so clarify whether this is the case with the 
Project Manager/Foreman of the stand / during dismantle.

Trashed
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6. RIGGED 
STRUCTURE



6. RIGGED STRUCTURE

Indicators for reuse:

• Modular rigging systems

• Aluminium profile

• Variable length

• Standardised connection elements

• Rented structures
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6. RIGGED STRUCTURE

INDICATORS OF REUSE INDICATORS OF DISPOSABILITY

Gold stand
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7. CEILING



7. CEILING

Indicators for reuse:

• Coffered ceiling

• Ceiling system (e. g. Odenwald)

Indicators for disposability:

• Cotton square gauze

• Chipboard
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7. CEILING

INDICATORS OF REUSE INDICATORS OF DISPOSABILITY

Gold stand

Example of single-
use cloth ceiling
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8. DISPLAY 
FACILITIES



8. DISPLAY FACILITIES

Indicators for reuse:

• Digital displays are used on which content 

can be flexibly customised.

• Rental display facilities

• Stock display facilities/ inventory list

• Modular display facilities
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8. DISPLAY FACILITIES

INDICATORS OF REUSE INDICATORS OF DISPOSABILITY

113
113

Showcase

Reusable lightbox

Demolished
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9. FLOOR 
COVERING



9. FLOOR COVERING

Indicators for reuse:

• (Wear resistant) Carpet tiles

• Durable hard flooring (like 

vinyl or linoleum)

• Procedural instructions for 

cleaning and maintaining floor 

covering

Indicators for disposability:

• Adhesive bonding (other than

double-sided carpet tape)

• Flooring Rolls

Indicators for recyclability:

• The manufacturer or supplier 

guarantees the return to 

recycling system

• Established take-back 

recycling system

• Unmixed material
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9. FLOOR COVERING

INDICATORS OF REUSE

Neatly collected 
flooring Carpet tiles stacked 

for reuse
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9. FLOOR COVERING

INDICATORS OF DISPOSABILITY

Heavily damaged and 
soiled flooring

Using a wrapping/padding is 
downcycling but could be recycled 

after.  [Tricky!]
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10. GRAPHICS 
AND DECORATION



10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION

DECORATION

Indicators for reuse:

• Rental decoration

• Decoration sharing

• Dismantlability

• Stackability

• Delivery note

• Proof of storage

• Proof of maintenance

• Packaging material and other transport safety

equipment and measurements

• Use of high quality, durable decoration

Indicators for disposability:

• No instructions on installation (will probably

be screwed down or stapled)
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10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION

GRAPHICS

Indicators for reuse:

• Digital Graphics

Indicators for disposability:

• Displaying date/ year

• Displaying show name

Indicators for recyclability:

• The manufacturer or supplier 

guarantees the return to 

recycling system

• Established take-back 

recycling system

• Unmixed material
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10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION

INDICATORS OF REUSE

Venue or contractor led recycling 
programme

Plants collected and/or 
donated are reused

Neatly folded or rolled 
signage

Props carefully wrapped 
for reuse
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10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION

INDICATORS OF DISPOSABILITY

122

TIP: PVC is rarely recyclable 
although can be reused if neatly 

packed

Signage thrown in trash

TIP: Foamcore board is never 
recyclable but can be reused

Decorative plants being thrown in 
the bin

Crumpled signage being 
thrown away

Poor quality props that look 
like they can’t be reused
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FAQS

If my wooden booth is re-painted each time, does that count towards reuse?
Yes. The first element on the 10-step framework is the stand structure and walling. If the wooden walling has 
been used previously and re-painted, it is classed are reused.

How do you verify recycling of carpet?
As with all categories; collect photo evidence of practice. For graphics and carpet, we’re collecting evidence 
where it’s not reused (crumpled, torn, includes dates and locations in the print etc.)

What do I do if some furniture on a stand is reused but some isn’t?
Use the 90/10 rule i.e. if more than 10% of furniture is disposed of, it is classed as disposable. If 10% or less of 
the furniture is disposed of, it is classed as reused. 
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All Intellectual property rights in the Better Stands Brand or 
Material and Programme belong to NZCE.

The passing on of all documents, manuscripts, and 
presentation papers, in whole or in part, as well as the 
publication, duplication, distribution, reproduction, or any 
other utilization of the presented concepts, solutions, 
designs, and ideas, is not permitted without prior written 
consent from the Better Stands Secretary.

Copyright notice



For any questions, please email 
info@betterstands.org and a member 
of the team will get back to you.

THANK YOU

Visit us on www.betterstands.org 

http://www.betterstands.org/

	Standardabschnitt
	Folie 1: Better stands
	Folie 2

	About this document
	Folie 3: ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT

	General Guidelines & Framework
	Folie 4: General guidelines & Framework
	Folie 5: ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT
	Folie 6: Better Stands Framework
	Folie 7: GENERAL GUIDELINES 
	Folie 8: GENERAL GUIDELINES 
	Folie 9: 1. Stand Structure and Walls 
	Folie 10: STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING  
	Folie 11: STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING  
	Folie 12: STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING  
	Folie 13: 2. Platform and Raised Floor 
	Folie 14: 2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR   
	Folie 15: 2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR  
	Folie 16: 2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR  
	Folie 17: 3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT  
	Folie 18: 3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT    
	Folie 19: 3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT   
	Folie 20: 3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT   
	Folie 21: 4. LIGHTING  
	Folie 22: 4. LIGHTING    
	Folie 23: 4. LIGHTING   
	Folie 24: 4. LIGHTING   
	Folie 25: 5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE
	Folie 26: 5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE    
	Folie 27: 5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE   
	Folie 28: 5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE   
	Folie 29: 6. RIGGED STRUCTURE  
	Folie 30: 6. RIGGED STRUCTURE    
	Folie 31: 6. RIGGED STRUCTURE   
	Folie 32: 6. RIGGED STRUCTURE   
	Folie 33: 7. CEILING  
	Folie 34: 7. CEILING    
	Folie 35: 8. DISPLAY FACILITIES  
	Folie 36: 8. DISPLAY FACILITIES    
	Folie 37: 8. DISPLAY FACILITIES   
	Folie 38: 8. DISPLAY FACILITIES   
	Folie 39: 9. FLOOR COVERING 
	Folie 40: 9. FLOOR COVERING    
	Folie 41: 10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION 
	Folie 42: 10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION    
	Folie 43: 10. Graphics and Decoration   
	Folie 44: 10. Graphics and Decoration   

	Pre-Event Assessment Guidelines
	Folie 45: PRe-Event  Assessment guidelines
	Folie 46: 1. Stand Structure and Walls 
	Folie 47: STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING  
	Folie 48: STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING  
	Folie 49: STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING  
	Folie 50: 2. Platform and Raised Floor 
	Folie 51: 2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR  
	Folie 52: 2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR  
	Folie 53: 2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR  
	Folie 54: 2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR  
	Folie 55: 3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT  
	Folie 56: 3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT   
	Folie 57: 3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT   
	Folie 58: 3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT   
	Folie 59: 4. LIGHTING  
	Folie 60: 4. LIGHTING   
	Folie 61: 4. LIGHTING   
	Folie 62: 5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE
	Folie 63: 5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE   
	Folie 64: 5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE   
	Folie 65: 6. RIGGED STRUCTURE  
	Folie 66: 6. RIGGED STRUCTURE   
	Folie 67: 6. RIGGED STRUCTURE   
	Folie 68: 7. CEILING  
	Folie 69: 7. CEILING   
	Folie 70: 7. CEILING  
	Folie 71: 8. DISPLAY FACILITIES  
	Folie 72: 8. DISPLAY FACILITIES   
	Folie 73: 8. DISPLAY FACILITIES   
	Folie 74: 9. FLOOR COVERING 
	Folie 75: 9. FLOOR COVERING   
	Folie 76: 10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION 
	Folie 77: 10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION  DECORATION   
	Folie 78: 10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION  GRAPHICS 

	Onsite Assessment Guidelines
	Folie 79: ONSITE Assessment guidelines
	Folie 80: 1. Stand Structure and Walls 
	Folie 81: STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING  
	Folie 82: STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING  
	Folie 83: STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING  
	Folie 84: STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING  
	Folie 85: STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING  
	Folie 86: STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING  
	Folie 87: STAND STRUCTURE AND WALLING  
	Folie 88: 2. Platform and Raised Floor 
	Folie 89: 2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR  
	Folie 90: 2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR  
	Folie 91: 2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR  
	Folie 92: 2. PLATFORM AND RAISED FLOOR  
	Folie 93: 3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT  
	Folie 94: 3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT   
	Folie 95: 3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT  
	Folie 96: 3. FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT  
	Folie 97: 4. LIGHTING  
	Folie 98: 4. LIGHTING   
	Folie 99: 4. LIGHTING  
	Folie 100: 4. LIGHTING  
	Folie 101: 5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE
	Folie 102: 5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE   
	Folie 103: 5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE  
	Folie 104: 5. FASCIA AND OVERHEAD SIGNAGE  
	Folie 105: 6. RIGGED STRUCTURE  
	Folie 106: 6. RIGGED STRUCTURE   
	Folie 107: 6. RIGGED STRUCTURE  
	Folie 108: 7. CEILING  
	Folie 109: 7. CEILING   
	Folie 110: 7. CEILING  
	Folie 111: 8. DISPLAY FACILITIES  
	Folie 112: 8. DISPLAY FACILITIES   
	Folie 113: 8. DISPLAY FACILITIES  
	Folie 114: 9. FLOOR COVERING 
	Folie 115: 9. FLOOR COVERING   
	Folie 116: 9. FLOOR COVERING  
	Folie 117: 9. FLOOR COVERING  
	Folie 118: 10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION 
	Folie 119: 10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION  DECORATION   
	Folie 120: 10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION  GRAPHICS 
	Folie 121: 10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION  
	Folie 122: 10. GRAPHICS AND DECORATION  

	FAQs
	Folie 123: FAQs 
	Folie 124: FAQs 

	Copyright notice
	Folie 125:   All Intellectual property rights in the Better Stands Brand or Material and Programme belong to NZCE.  The passing on of all documents, manuscripts, and presentation papers, in whole or in part, as well as the publication, duplication, distri

	Contact
	Folie 126: Thank you


